
 

LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF THE YEAR 2026 

 

Village of Camden  

Oneida County, New York 

 

 

A Local Law Amending Chapter 150 (“Zoning”) to Prohibit Data Centers,  

Cryptocurrency Data Mines and High-Water-Use Digital Infrastructure  

Facilities in all Zoning Districts of the Village of Camden 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Village Board of the Village of Camden, County of Oneida, State of 

New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1. Purpose and Legislative Intent 

 

The Village of Camden Board of Trustees finds that the development, construction, and 

operation of Data Centers, Cryptocurrency Data Mines, and High-Water-Use Digital 

Infrastructure Facilities may pose significant threats to the health, safety and welfare of the 

residents of the Village of Camden.  Accordingly, pursuant to Village Law §7-700, it is the intent 

of this Local Law to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Village of 

Camden by prohibiting Data Centers, Cryptocurrency Data Mines, and High-Water-Use Digital 

Infrastructure Facilities in all zoning districts.   The Village Board finds that large-scale Data 

Centers, Cryptocurrency Data Mines, and similar digital infrastructure facilities cause significant 

adverse environmental, aesthetic, health and safety impacts, including, but not limited to, 

consuming extraordinary quantities of municipal water; requiring electrical loads far beyond the 

Village’s distribution capacity; generating continuous mechanical noise from cooling systems 

and backup generators, produce significant heat discharge and stormwater impacts; are 

incompatible with the scale, character and infrastructure of the Village; and would require 

substantial public infrastructure upgrades at taxpayer expense. 

 

 

Section 2.  Authority 

 

 This local law is adopted pursuant to the authority granted under Section 10 of the 

Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, which authorizes the Village of Camden to 

adopt and amend local laws that are not inconsistent with the State Constitution nor general law 

and that are related to the government, protection, order, conduct, safety, health, and well-being 

of persons or property of the Village.  This local law is also adopted pursuant to Article 7 of the 

Village Law of the State of New York which empowers the Village to regulate the location and 

use of buildings, structures and land within the Village to promote the health, safety, morals and 

general welfare of the community, and to also amend those regulations from time to time.  

 

 

 



Section 3. Amendments 

 

Article I - Section 150-3.  Definitions; word usage. 

 

Article I, §150-3 (B) is hereby amended to add the following definitions: 

 

ACCESSORY DATA CENTER – A building, or structure, or partial use of a building or 

structure, used to store, manage, process or transmit digital data for business uses, including 

computers, network equipment systems, servers, and other associated components related to the 

digital data storage and operations that is secondary, subordinance and customarily incidental to 

and located on the same lot as the principal use of a property.  Such a use cannot dominate the 

property or operate as an independent principal use. 

 

CRYPTOCURRENCY – A digital currency in which encryption techniques are used to regulate 

the generation of units of currency and verify the transfer of funds, operating  independently of a 

central bank. 

 

CRYPTOCURRENCY DATA MINE – A specific type of data center using a facility or use of 

land, buildings, or structures where computing equipment is used to solve complex mathematical 

algorithms in connection with verifying and adding transactions to a blockchain or other 

distributed ledger, commonly known as cryptocurrency mining.  For purposes of this law, a 

cryptocurrency data mining operation shall be considered a distinct land use, different from a 

data center as defined in this section. 

 

DATA CENTER – An industrial use facility that is primarily used for the storage, management, 

processing, and transmission of digital data, and which houses computer or network equipment, 

systems, servers, appliances, and other associated components related to the digital data storage 

and processing as a principal land use on a parcel.  Equipment and accessories customary to data 

centers including, but not limited to air handlers, power generators, water cooling and storage 

facilities, utility substations, and other associated utility infrastructure shall also be considered 

part of a data center. 

 

HIGH-WATER-USE DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITY – Any use that consumes 

more than 5,000 gallons per day of municipal water for cooling, processing, or mechanical 

operations associated with digital data storage or computing. 

 

 

Article III -  District Regulations 

 

A new subsection is added to Article III as follows: 

 

§150-7.1 Prohibited Digital Infrastructure Uses 

 

A.  The following uses are prohibited in all zoning districts of the Village of Camden: 

 

(1) Data Centers; 



(2) Cryptocurrency Data Mines; 

(3) High-Water-Use Digital Infrastructure Facilities; 

(4) Any use requiring more than 5,000 gallons/day of municipal water for cooling 

 or mechanical operations; 

(5) Any use requiring electrical service exceeding the existing distribution capacity 

 of the Village without public infrastructure upgrades. 

 

B. Such uses shall not be eligible for a Special Use Permit, Site Plan approval, variance, or 

any other discretionary approval. 

 

 

Amendment to Schedule A (“Use Table”) 

 

Schedule A is amended by adding the following rows under “Industrial and Utility Uses”: 

 

Use Category      R-100  R-60   RT   VC   HC   M    P 

Data Center      ____  ___    ___   ___   ___   ___   ___ 

Cryptocurrency Data Mine    ____  ___    ___   ___   ___   ___   ___ 

High-Water-Use Digital Infrastructure Facility ____  ___    ___   ___   ___   ___   ___ 

 

 

Section 4. Nonconforming Uses 

 

No existing use shall be deemed a lawful nonconforming use under this Local Law unless it was 

legally established and operating as a data center prior to the effective date of this law.  No 

expansion, enlargement, or intensification of any such use shall be permitted. 

 

Section 5. SEQRA 

 

The Village Board hereby determines that this Local Law constitutes an Unlisted Action under 

SEQRA.  A Negative Declaration may be issued upon finding no significant adverse 

environmental impacts. 

 

 

Section 6.  Severability 

 

 If the provisions of this article or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is 

held invalid, the remainder of this chapter and the application of such provisions to other persons 

and circumstances shall not be rendered invalid thereby. 

 

 

Section 7.  When Effective 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary of 

State. 


